e Gurnet

The prevalence of mosqui-_
toes and the relative inaccessi-
bility by land (prior to 1898's
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‘ing. The changing views of the constructed on The Gurnet as
bay as you head south over the carly as 1710, and replaced

NATURE - B

g;ﬁmm" Ms : ‘often rough and rutted road are | With a more modern one in Portland Gale) kept Saquish
. just spectacular. At times you 1768. ‘This twin-beacon light- relatively unpopulated until
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. the ditching of the salt marshes
in the early 20 century and
the arrival of the Jeep after

sccrets. Those in the know are
often reluctant to share” these
places with others - because if
too many people find out, they
might not be special or beauti-
ful anymore, But some of these
gems are in plain sight, and
accessible if you know where
to go. A perfect example is the

collection of hills and sand .

spits that run south and west
from Duxbury Beach - The
Gumet and Saquish.

If you head south from the
seaward side of the Powder
Point Bridge, on the dirt road
that runs between Duxbury
li?‘ach and Duxbury Bay, you
will pass three different beach
access roads, a wooded arca
known as High Pines, and
shortly thereafter, a sign that
reads “Entering Plymouth.”
Th_c road continues, now on
private  property.  Gurnet
Lighthouse rises in the dis-
tance. After checking in at a
guard station, you can contin-
uc uphill into the village
known as The Gurnet. From
there, making a sharp turn
westward, you traverse a Tela-
tively long and narrow stretch
of sand, which 15 Saquish
Neck. Continuing up onto

another highland, you arrive at
Saquish Head.,

« The Guret and Saquish are
different from the rest of the
South Shore. Most visitors
agree, when you go there, it's
like traveling to an carlier,
simpler world.
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bright greens in the landscape times and moved back from 55 on The Gt;m;:l. Thess are
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European settlement in the
1

Duxbury area expanded, the
Gurnet and ils environs were
visited frequently for lumber,
fishing, salt haying, and shell:
fishing. The first people to pur-
chase land there were John
Doty, John Nelson and Samuel |
Lucas, all in 1694,
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Plymouth Colony sold Saquish

lto - Ephraim  and George

" Morton in 1690. It was proba-

bly settled first in the late
1600s or carly 1700s, with

| farmers, fishermen and later,

the occasional rum-runner.

' Fort Standish was constructed
‘there during the Civil War, a|

small structure with a gun
mounted on cach of its four
corners, with locals taking
patrol shifts.

Watershed Association, a local
non-profit organization devot-
ed to the preservation, restord-
tion, maintenance and conser-
vation of the North and Seuth
Rivers and their watershed.
For membership information
and a copy of their latest
newsletter, contact NSRWA at
(781) 659-8168 or visit
wwiensrwa.org. To browse 13
years of Nature (Human and
Otherwise) columns,  visit
hr:p://kc.-:,:'uhacun.‘u.*m.m’m‘b!n
gapot.com.

SAQuIsH



The name Saquish Is a varlation on a N
there at low tide.

umomszmnnco BERNSTEIN
ative American word for clams, which were abundant for harvest



